
2015 International Literary Awards Announcement 
Winners in each category received $1000 

Honorable Mentions in each category received $150 
 
 

Penelope Niven Award in Creative Nonfiction 
 
 
Winner: Melissa Febos for “Scarification” 
 
Honorable Mention: Diya Abdo for “Bad Girl” 
 
 
 
 From the judge, Brandel France de Bravo: 
 
First Place—“Scarification.” 
  
In this powerful piece, “creative” and “nonfiction” are joined as equal partners to narrate 
a life through the body: all that it reveals and conceals. Highly condensed and lyrical, 
“Scarification” is made up of fifteen numbered paragraphs. The use of the second person, 
including the imperative, gives the writing intimacy and urgency.  Longer, more complex 
sentences interspersed with simple ones and short fragments keep the reader on edge and 
amplify the undercurrent of danger. The backbone of the piece, and the theme-and-
variation around which it satisfyingly resolves, is the notion of choice.  Early on, the 
speaker writes, “It is better to choose your pain, than to let it choose you.” By the end, the 
body is a heavenly body, and the heart celestial: “You choose it, and it chooses 
you.”  These are just a few of the reasons I chose “Scarification” as the winner. 
 

 
 



 
 
Honorable Mention—“Bad Girl.” 
  
This essay explores fascinating and complex issues that transcend autobiography: what it 
means to be a “good” or virtuous Muslim woman, and how to reconcile that with being 
an academic who pushes boundaries in pursuit of knowledge. The writer loves her native 
Jordan (she is of Palestinian heritage), her female family members, and women students, 
but realizes that she does not wish to impose on her own daughters the expectations she 
was raised with, often resulting in self-censorship. The themes of erasure, exile, and 
making a home between cultures are dealt with deftly in this ambitious piece. 
 

 
 
  
 
Finalists in CNF: 
 
“Bad Girl” by Diya Abdo 
“Avó’s Pills” by Alexandria Carreiro 
“The Café Book” by Charisse Coleman 
“Scarification” by Melissa Febos 
“Wunderkammer” by Melissa Febos 
“An Hour of Present Tense” by Therese Halscheid 
“The House on Bentley Avenue” by Colette Sartor 
 
 
Reynolds Price Prize in Fiction 
 
Winner: “Monuments” by Kerry Hill 
 
Honorable Mention: “Cotton” by Stacee Harris 



 
 
 From the judge, Kris Saknussemm: 
 
First Prize—“Monuments” 
 
From the first sentence, we enter into an utterly realized world—claustrophobic, torn 
between the dust of the past and the possibility of change. At the heart of this calcified 
realm is a character, who ironically, is so engaging and alive, and yet feels so unrealized in 
her life, that we take on her pain, memories, embarrassments, and longings, without any 
chance of resistance. Something almost happens to her. Our true hopes often remain 
ineffable. To make the Almost and the Ineffable poignantly vivid requires a deft and 
deeply human touch. 
 

 
 
 
Honorable Mention—“Cotton” 
 
Family secrets, the ugliness of racism, and the trauma of violence are loaded elements. 
They can often too easily sway us, or veer into melodrama. They do not in this tightly 
crafted story. At the center is a filmic scene, a situation, and a crisis of conscience I leave 
you to discover, but which I will not forget. One of the brutal human truths is that 
brutality is often profoundly simple. Surviving is not. 
 



 
 
Finalists in Fiction: 
 
“Suspended as They Are” by Zeeva Bukai 
“The Trouble with Flying” by Elaine Crauder 
“Cotton” by Stace Harris 
“Monuments” by Kerry Hill 
“Fetch” by Jennifer A. Hudson 
“Exposure” by Julia Jackson 
“The Belly Dance” by Kendall Klym 
“The Rift” by Rashaan Meneses 
“Hello” by Kirren Miller 
“Rules” by Laura Moretz 
“Gut Feelings” by Penny Perkins 
“Living with Coyotes” by Amy Rutten 
“Secrets That Lulu, Age 73. . .” by Cynthia Sample 
“The Baby” by Nana Twumasi 
“How Not to Fall for a Straight Girl” by Gabrielle Tyson 
“Copy’s Last Stand” by Cady Vishniac 
“Drift” by Jayne Waldrop 
“How to Forgive Your Alcoholic Parent” by Laura Walker 
 
 
Rita Dove Poetry Prize 
 
Winner: Jaimie Gusman 
 
Honorable Mention: Arisa White 
 
 
 



 
 From the judge, Lee Ann Roripaugh: 
 
First-Place Poem:  “emergent prayer” 
 
This gorgeous poem, laid out in muscular, fragmented sections, seemingly twines themes 
of ecocriticism with female embodiment—childbirth, physical and/or sexual trauma, 
body as contested space, objectified body, extinction of self/subjectivity—in linguistically 
deft lines that by turns question, trouble, haunt, and sing. Evoking organically shape-
shifting images both lovely and strange, in language that is similarly fluid in its dexterous 
evolutions, this poem mourns loss, absence, something forcibly taken away/hollowed out 
and then (tentatively, cautiously, courageously) resurrected. This is a marvelously 
powerful and troubling poem in all the best possible ways. 
 
 

 
 
Honorable Mention Poem:  “Seven Marys” 
 
This kaleidoscopic sequence of poems prismatically—addressed to a lost/absent Mary 
who is simultaneously archetypal, apocryphal, holy ghosted, and queer-fleshed 
incarnate—is stunning in its rich musicality, crisp verbiage, and engaging line breaks. The 
sequence deliriously caroms from ecstatic ricochet, to blood ritual, to nostalgic prayer, to 
elegiac howl in gloriously swirling imagery. This is a stunning and compelling sequence. 
 
 



 
 
Finalists in Poetry: 
 
“I Took to Walking Down the Middle of Highways to Avoid Getting Shot” by Annie 
Christian 
“Liquid Waste: Drip” by Natalie Eilbert 
“Liquid Waste” by Natalie Eilbert 
“The inbetween of inbetween” by Nina Foster 
“emergent prayer” by Jaimie Gusman 
“Assignment One: This Might be About You” by Valerie Lawson 
“Verbs” by Farzana Marie 
“Object of the Preposition” by Heather Nagami 
“Adverb or Conjunction?” by Heather Nagami 
“Alzheimer’s Book of Days: Plotting” by Deborah Paredez 
“Aubade #1” by Marguerite Rivas 
“To reduce the swelling” by Katherine Seluja 
“The Bride Frightened at Seeing Life Opened, after Frida Kahlo” by Diane Seuss 
“Javelin Thrower” by Maureen Sherbondy 
“Last Composition” by Laura Swearingen-Steadwell 
“we need only void the parenthesis in which our “why nots” live” by Carleen Tibbetts 
“My English Teacher Tells Me” by Lena Tuffaha 
“Red Background” by Lynne Thompson 
“Ode to Iboya/Iboya to Ode” by Barbara Ungar 
“O” by Valerie Wernet 
“Day” by Valerie Wernet 
“Seven Marys” by Arisa White 
“Rain” by Nicky Yurcaba 
 
 
 
 
 
  


